
The Jum Nunnally Dissertation Award 

The Jum Nunnally Dissertation Award recognizes a recent outstanding doctoral dissertation in the 
Department of Psychology. The recipient receives a certificate and a $500 award. 

Jum Nunnally came to Vanderbilt in 1960. In 1961, he became the second chair of the department. He 
served as chair from 1961-1964 and again from 1967-1970. Under Jum’s leadership, the department 
grew substantially in stature, including significant increases in both the number and quality of the 
faculty. A memorial fund to support student awards was established in 1982 by his friends and family. 
Proceeds from this fund were used to establish the Jum Nunnally Dissertation Award in 2010. 
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Megan Ichinose (2021)  

Michele Cox (2019) 

Sonia Poltoratski (2018) 

Rob Reinhart (2017) 

Braden Purcell (2014) 

Mary Baldwin and Katy Thakkar (2012) 

Michael Mack (2011) 

Peiyan Wong and Jennifer Richler (2010) 

 


